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Hi fellow gardeners  

We want to take this opportunity to introduce our College Area Community Garden Board of Directors 

for 2021.  We are pleased and excited to have 3 new at large members of the board.   

 

Henry Bertram – Founder, CEO, and First President: 
“Build it and they will come. Maintain it and they will stay”. Henry finds happiness and 

peace in helping others. After three decades as a General Contractor running a 

construction and remodeling company, Henry serves on Boards of two different 

organizations and is happiest when building, sharing and mentoring. Honoring his Dad's 

passion for fresh and natural foods, he founded the garden in 2012 as a way to pay it forward. 

Glen Brandenburg – Vice President  
As a San Diego State University Alumni, Glen Brandenburg continues his passion for 

sustainable practices as Director of Facilities and Sustainability, Adviser to A.S. 

Sustainability/Green Love Commission, and has dedicated his time to the Climate 

Action Planning Council on campus. He has been a strong supporter of the College Area Community 

Garden from the beginning. Glen and his team designed, built and continue to maintain the unique 

CACG composting bins. 

Carol Buehler – Secretary 
Carol has been a dedicated member of our community garden and board of directors 

for the past 3 years.  She enjoys the opportunity to take a break from her busy day and 

relax in the garden.   

 

Jennifer Petit – Operations Coordinator 
Jennifer has been volunteering at the garden since 2016 and has been a board member 

for the past 3 years.  She has helped many new gardeners prepare their raised beds 

and as Operations Coordinator she continues to help keep the garden in top shape 

while also coordinating volunteer work parties.   

 

 
 



 
Dr. John Love – SDSU Faculty Representative 
Dr. John Love is an Associate Professor and the Associate Chair of the SDSU Chemistry 

and Biochemistry Department. He is the Director/Advisor for the SDSU Environmental 

Science Program. Dr. Love runs a full-time research laboratory at SDSU where 

undergraduate, Master, and PhD students pursue research in the field of Protein Design. 

He is also one of the original founding members of the SDSU SOULA (Sustainable, Optimized, Urban and 

Latino-driven Agriculture) project, which leases space within the CACG that is used for teaching students 

how to grow food sustainably. Dr. Love is also an avid beekeeper and maintains the CACG beehives as 

well as the USDA funded chicken coop. 

Simran Jain – SDSU Representative 
Simran is a student leader within Associated Students, and currently serves as the 

sustainability commissioner of Green Love. She is a second-year student at SDSU and is 

majoring in Business and Political Science. Within Green Love, she hopes to create an 

inclusive environment, one where discussions of diversity are common and ingrained into members' 

minds, and where people from disenfranchised communities feel welcome and valued. 

Charlie Trujillo – At Large 

"Charlie’s first experience with the College Area Community garden was through San 

Diego State’s Sustainability Commission, Green Love. Throughout Charlie’s college career, 

his interest in sustainability has grown leading him to foster his own plot in the 

community garden. Charlie is an advocate of sustainable food production and is always glad to help the 

community thrive in any way he can!" 

Katrina Hasan Hamilton – At Large 
Katrina may be new to San Diego but certainly is not new to Southern California.  Her 

fight against racial and social injustices includes building healthy and sustainable learning 

environments that will holistically support our children and families here in San Diego, 

throughout the County, and eventually, statewide. Katrina firmly believes gardens are 

essential in that they provide nourishment to the body and healing for the soul. Not to mention she and 

her family enjoy fresh fruits and vegetables and want to make sure that everyone has access to healthy 

foods! 

Marie Kolb – At Large 

In young adulthood I was influenced by older hippie friends who were proponents of 

eating organic food, especially home-grown vegetables. I have stayed true to my 

mentors over the intervening years and enjoyed the benefits of eating this way, but 

bought my produce at farmers markets or in the organic section of grocery stores. Over 

the past couple of years, I have experimented with growing my own, with uneven success. I rented a 

space in the CACG to join a community of like-minded folks who are willing to share their wisdom so 

that we can all learn to be more self-sufficient and enjoy the pleasures of delicious food raised by hand. 

 

  



We also want to introduce you to more of our College Area Community Garden 
dedicated team members.  
  

Mark Miner, Team Leader - Fruiting Vines 
Mark has planted and nurtured our grape, berry and fruit vines for many 
years. 
 

 
 

Gabe Mitchell, Team Leader Fruit Trees & Orchards 
Gabe has planted, and nurtured fruit trees throughout the garden for many 
years 
 

 

And here is a picture of our latest volunteer in charge of pest control… 
 

 

  



Good News for gardeners that have had to occasionally cut their visit short 

If all goes as planned, we will have a donated portable restroom for the exclusive use of CACG gardeners 
and our guests by the start of this summer. Think of a very clean, airy, and spacious festival portable 
toilet. It will have foot pedal water pumps for the toilet and a separate wash basin.  
 
Volunteers have already begun to prepare the ground in the South-West location where the toilet will 
be located.  (see picture below).  And we already have two gardeners that volunteered to help keep it 
clean and operational.   
 

 

 

What’s blooming in the garden? 

If you haven’t walked the path through the fruit trees recently, you might have missed seeing the Foxtail 

Agave blooming.  It’s definitely a must see the next time you are at the garden. 

 

 



 

Have you ever heard of a “Nano Seed Library”? 

There is some great news for local gardeners!  The College-Rolando Branch Library will be launching a 

Nano Seed Library in March.  What is a Nano Seed Library? It will be a place where College 

Rolando and nearby residents can "checkout" locally adapted, non-GMO, organic and/or 

Heirloom seeds! At the end of the growing season, they save seeds from the plants and return a 

portion of the seeds to the library!  Isn’t that fantastic.   

We found this notification on the College-Rolando Library Facebook posting:   

Here is a link to the Nano Seed Library publication to learn more. 

 

Gardener tips and activities for March: 

Are you looking for ways to take your garden to the next level?  The Master Gardeners Association of 

San Diego County is holding their annual Spring Seminar with a large variety of online classes and 

workshops this year.  For a fee of $35 you will be able to view ALL of their classes and workshops for one 

week from March 20 till March 28.  Click here for a list of seminar classes and workshops  

Click here to view Master Gardeners tips for things to do in the garden in March. 

Need some ideas for how to plan your garden this year?  Fellow gardener and team lead Nancy 

Smits shared this link to Annie's Heirloom Seeds Newsletter that has some great tips on planning your 

garden.  

 

What’s Cooking in the Compost  

Recently, Adolfo, our garden 

compost technician turned 
and restacked the compost 

pile that is available for our 

gardeners to use to amend 
their gardens.  The stack now 

contains a higher percentage 

of large wood chips because 

we have been sifting compost 
from the stack for almost a 

year now and we continuously 

placed the sifted wood chips back in the pile.  We ask all gardeners that sift compost for their 

garden to place the extracted wood chips in a separate pile that has been started adjacent to 
the compost pile.  That stack will be used as brown material as new compost is being made.   

 

https://www.facebook.com/collegerolandolibrary/posts/4032940410072293
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/nano_seed_library.pdf
https://mgsd.regfox.com/virtual-spring-seminar-2021
https://www.mastergardenersd.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Classes-and-Workshops.pdf
https://www.mastergardenersd.org/march-in-the-garden/
https://mailchi.mp/anniesheirloomseeds/annies-heirloom-seeds-jan4-newsletter-1329408?e=275d650eab


Pest problems 

Lately many gardeners have been experiencing pilfering by 4 legged pests.  That hasn’t gone 
unnoticed.  Henry has purchased and installed a squirrel trap on the North hill near the 

plumeria and already caught a squirrel.  Please contact a board member any time you see that 

an animal is in the trap, so that we can take action without undue delay.  Henry is also looking 

into hiring a company to do periodic pest control.  Henry also purchased additional wire 
fencing for any gardeners that need it.  Please contact Henry or Jennifer if you will be needing 

wire fencing.  The garden board makes the 4' tall wire mesh fencing available at cost of $1.70 

per running foot.  Each 4 x 8 size box takes about 27 linear feet if two overlapping entry areas 

are desired.  

We also have bird netting available now in 7' x 12' rectangles which is enough to drape over the 
top of a 4 x 8 box. We ask you to reimburse the garden $3.00 (PayPal on our website) for each 
rectangle. Suggest you use about 12 - 16 of the small metal spring clips (Home Depot or Loews) 
to hold the netting to the tops of the mesh fencing to dissuade the critters.  Keep the netting 
tight horizontally much like a belt to minimize any gaps.  
 

For those of you that may want to take additional action, fellow gardener Amy Atterbury has 

provided the following tips to protect your garden: “Here are some tried & true tips to keep 

critters away from plants: use a border of stinky or bad tasting plants like artemisia 

(wormwood) euphorbia (gopher purge) or licorice plant.  Be aware it is important to separate 
these plants from your vegetables.  No eating please!  Also, coffee grounds work pretty well as a 

critter repellent too.  You can just put the grounds in an open jar among your plants.” 

 

 
Best regards, 

David Petit 

Communication Team Member 
College Area Community Garden 


